
ReNature Funding Guide 

 

ReNature funding helps landowners, land managers and community organisations create and 

improve places for wildlife in and around the South Downs National Park. 

 

The South Downs National Park Authority is working with partners to increase the amount 

of land managed for nature from 25% to 33% by 2030. This fund supports practical projects 

that help achieve that goal, demonstrating effective nature recovery in local communities. 

 

Grants of £2,000 to £25,000 are available from the South Downs National Park Trust 

towards capital costs. Projects will be assessed on their benefits for wildlife, value for 

money, long-term management and community benefit. Specialist staff will consider whether 

a proposal supports the distinctive character of the landscape and any specific designations 

relating to the site.  

 

Who can apply? 

Applications are welcome from local authorities, parish councils, charities, community 

interest companies, constituted voluntary groups, landowners and land managers. Private 

landowners and commercial partners may apply if the project is not for profit and offers 

strong benefits for wildlife and the community. 

 

The applicant must either own the land or have the landowner’s permission to carry out the 

work and follow the agreed management plan. 

 

Where projects must be located 

Sites must be within the South Downs National Park, or create significant habitat links into 

or out of the National Park. Staff will review suitability in consideration of this protected 

landscape.  

 

What the funding can pay for  

New landscape features: for example, pond construction, leaky dams, hedgerow planting, 

swift towers. Can include materials and contractor costs. 

Enhancing existing habitat: for example, riverbank improvements and meadow 

management. 

Tools and equipment: where essential to create or manage habitat such as conservation 

grazing equipment. 

Surveys and preparatory work: where essential and clearly linked to practical habitat 

creation or enhancement in an application. This is at the discretion of the funding panel. 

 

This list is not exhaustive.  

 

What the funding cannot pay for 

• core organisational running costs or staff posts 
• routine maintenance or repairs 



• organisational training, unless essential to deliver the project and additional to your 

typical statutory responsibility.   

• land acquisition 

• purchase of vehicles  

• costs linked to statutory duties or planning conditions including delivering 

Biodiversity Net Gain requirements. 

• projects primarily supporting non-native species  

• work that has already been completed 

• recoverable VAT 

 

How to apply 

You can submit an enquiry form at any time. We will review it with South Downs National 

Park Rangers and other staff leads to check the project fits with our Nature Recovery aims. 

We may contact you to arrange an initial site visit as part of this process.  

 

After the review, we will let you know whether to make a full application, offer further 

advice to develop the project, or confirm that the project will not be taken forward.  

 

Full applications can be submitted twice a year, in April and October. We aim to make a 

decision within eight weeks. You might be asked to submit to a later round if an enquiry is 
close to a deadline.  

 

Match funding and contributions 

You can include other grants, cash contributions, volunteer time, staff time and in-kind 

donations to support an application. Contributions reduce your grant request and help 

show that the project offers good value for money. 

 

Wildlife trusts, private landowners and commercial partners are expected to contribute at 

least 20% of the total project cost, unless there are exceptional circumstances or significant 

contributions through labour, equipment or future land management costs.  

  

If your application is successful 

If approved, we will send you a formal offer letter and grant agreement to sign. Payments 

will be linked to the project plan in your application. If surveys or investigations are needed, 

we may offer funding for this first stage and confirm a further grant once survey results and 

up-to-date prices are available. 

 

Grant conditions will be tailored to each project. Standard conditions usually include: 

 

• carrying out the work and maintaining the site as agreed in your project plan 

• getting any required permissions before work starts and confirming match funding  

• maintaining equipment and built features for a minimum of five years 

• providing habitat monitoring information for up to 10 years 

• allowing access for SDNP staff monitoring visits (with advance notice given)  

• using South Downs National Park logos in publicity about the project 

 


